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METAMORPHOSES 
 

 
GLOSSARY AND INDEX 
 
The index that appeared in the print version of this title was intentionally removed from the eBook. Please use the search function on your eReading device 
to search for terms of interest. For your reference, the terms that ap- pear in the print index are listed below. 

 
SINCE THIS index is not intended as a complete mythological dictionary, the explanations given here include only important information not 
readily available in the text itself. Names in parentheses are alternative Latin names, unless they are preceded by the abbreviation Gr.; Gr. indi- 
cates the name of the corresponding Greek divinity. The index includes cross-references for all alternative names. 

 
ACHAMENIDES. Former follower of Ulysses, rescued by Aeneas ACHELOUS. River god; rival of Hercules for the hand of Deianira ACHILLES. Greek hero of 

the Trojan War 

ACIS. Rival of the Cyclops, Polyphemus, for the hand of Galatea 

ACMON. Follower of Diomedes 

ACOETES. A faithful devotee of Bacchus 

ACTAEON 

ADONIS. Son of Myrrha, by her father Cinyras; loved by Venus 

AEACUS. King of Aegina; after death he became one of the three judges of the dead in the lower world 

AEGEUS. King of Athens; father of Theseus 

AENEAS. Trojan warrior; son of Anchises and Venus; sea-faring survivor of the Trojan War, he eventually landed in Latium, helped found Rome 

AESACUS. Son of Priam and a nymph 

AESCULAPIUS (Gr. Asclepius). God of medicine and healing; son of Apollo 

AESON. Father of Jason; made young again by Medea 

AGAMEMNON. King of Mycenae; commander-in-chief of the Greek forces in the Trojan War 

AGLAUROS 

AJAX. Son of Telamon; brave Greek warrior in the Trojan War 

ALCMENA. Mother of Hercules 

ALCYONE. Wife of Ceyx 

ALTHEA. Queen of Calydon; mother and murderer of Meleager 

AMMON. A spring in the Oasis of Siwa 

ANAXARETE. A princess loved by Iphis, a youth of common birth 

ANDROMEDA 

ANIUS. King of Delos; priest of Apollo 

APHRODITE. See Venus 

APOLLO (Phoebus). God of music, poetry, medicine, and prophecy; also god of the sun 



ARACHNE. A girl turned into a spider by Minerva 

ARCADY. A pastoral region in the central Peloponnesus, Greece 

ARCAS 

ARDEA. City of Latium, turned into a heron 

ARETHUSA. A woodland nymph changed into a fountain ARGUS. Hundred-eyed giant ordered by Juno to watch Io ARTEMIS. See Diana 

ASCANIUS. See Iulus 

ATALANTA. A beautiful, swift-footed, warrior maiden 
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ATHAMAS 

ATHENA. See Minerva 

ATLAS 

AUGUSTUS. See Caesar 

AURORA (Gr. Eos). Goddess of dawn 
 

BACCHUS (Gr. Dionysus). God of wine 

BATTUS 

BAUCIS. Wife of Philemon; rewarded by Jove for hospitality to him 

BOREAS. God of the north wind 

BYBLIS 
 
CADMUS 

CAENEUS. The woman, Caenis, changed into a man by Neptune CAESAR. Family name of Gaius Julius and later of Augustus CALCHAS. Priest of 

Apollo 

CALLIOPE. The Muse of eloquence and epic poetry 

CALYDON . Ancient Greek city in Aetolia 

CANENS. A river nymph; wife of Ficus 

CASSANDRA. Daughter of Priam and Hecuba (she possessed prophetic power which no one would believe) 

CAUNUS 

CENTAUR. Monster with the head, trunk, and arms of a man, and the body and legs of a horse; offspring of Ixion 

CEPHALUS. Husband of Procris, sister of Procne and Philomela CERES (Gr. Dem eter). Goddess of agriculture, mother of Proserpina CEYX. Son of Lucifer; 

King ofTrachis 

CHARYBDIS. Guardian of the whirlpool off the coast of Sicily 

CHIONE. Daughter of Daedalion; loved by Apollo and Mercury 

CHIRON. Wisest of all Centaurs, trainer of Achilles, Aesculapius, and Hercules 
CINYRAS. Father of Adonis by his daughter, Myrrha 

CIPUS 

CIRCE. Enchantress who turned men into beasts CLAROS. Town in Asia Minor, with an oracle of Apollo CLYMENE . Mother of Phaethon, son of 



Apollo 

CRONUS. See Saturn 

CUMAE. Ancient city in southwestern Italy 

CUPID. Son of Venus; god of love 

CYANE. A nymph changed by Pluto into a pool; the pool 

CYBELE (G r. Rhea). Goddess of nature; sometimes considered mother of the gods 

CYGNUS. King of the Ligurians who turned into a swan and was placed among the stars. Son of Neptune; Trojan hero 

CYLLARUS. Handsome young centaur 

CYPARISSUS 
 
DAEDALION. Brother of Ceyx 

DAEDALUS. Art ist and inventor who built the labyrinth for King Minos in Crete DAPHNE. A nymph who evaded Apollo's advances by becoming a laurel tree 

DEIANIRA. Second wife of Hercules, whom she accidentally killed 

DELOS. Small island in the Aegean; birthplace of Diana and Apollo DELPHI. City in Greece, site of the famous oracle of Apollo DEMETER. See Ceres 

DEUCALION. A son of Prometheus, he and his wife Pyrrha were the only survivors of the flood inflicted by Zeus because of man's wickedness 

DIANA (Gr. Artemis). Sister of Apollo; goddess of the moon and of hunting; pat- roness of virgins 

DIOMEDES. Greek hero in the Trojan War; founder of the city Arpi 

DIONYSUS. See Bacchus 

DRYOPE 
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ECHO 

EGERIA. Wife of Numa 

ENVY 

ERYSICHTHON. King who was punished for scorning the gods 

EUROPA. Phoenician princess EURYDICE. Wife of Orpheus EURYTUS. A centaur 

EVENUS. Flooding river which nearly caused Hercules to lose his wife Deianira 
 

FAUNUS. See Pan 
 

GA LA NT H IS . Alcmena's maid, who was turned into a weasel 

GALATEA. A Nereid, loved by Cyclops. Pygmalion's statue, turned into a live woman by Venus 

GANYMEDE . Cupbearer to the gods 

GLAUCUS. A sea-god 
 

HECUBA. Wife of Priam; queen of Troy; mother of Hector, Paris, Polyxena, Poly- dorus 

HERCULES. Son of Jove and Alcmena, who was known for his great strength 



HERMAPHRODITUS 

HERMES. See Mercury 

HERSILIA. Wife of Romulus 

HESPERIA. Daughter of Cebren, a river-god 

HESTIA. See Vesta 

HIPPODAME. Wife of Pirithous 

HIPPOLYTUS. Son of Theseus; name changed to Virbius 

HIPPOMENES. Winning suitor of Atalanta 

HORA. Name of Hersilia, wife of Romulus, after her deification 

HYACINTHUS 

HYLONOME. Fairest of the female centaurs 
 

IANTHE 

ICARUS. Son of Daedalus 

ILIA (Rhea Silvia). Mother of Romulus 

INDIGES. Name of Aeneas after deification 

INO. Sister of Bacchus' mother 

10. Daughter of Inachus; maiden loved by Jove, turned into a heifer to protect her from the jealousy of Juno 

IPHIGENIA. Daughter of Agamemnon, who offered her as sacrifice to Diana 

IPHIS. A girl in Cret e. A youth of common birth in love with a princess, Anaxarete 

IRIS. Goddess of the rainbow; assistant to Juno 

ITYS. Son of Procne and Tereus 

IULUS (Ascanius). Son of Aeneas; king of Latium and Alba 
 

JASON. Leader of the Argonauts, who, with the help of Medea, got the Golden Fleece 

JOVE (Jupiter; Gr. Zeus). Son of Saturn; chief of the gods, ruler of gods and men 

JUNO (Gr. Hera). Wife of Jove; queen of the gods; goddess of marriage 

JUPITER. See Jove 

 
LAELAPS. Cephalus' hound, turned to stone during a chase 

LAOMEDON. Founder of Troy; father of Priam LATONA (Gr. Let o). Mother of Apollo and Diana LATREUS. Centaur killed by Caeneus 

LETO. See Latona 

LEUCOTHOE LICHAS 

LYCAON. A king of Arcadia, whom Jove turned into a wolf 
 

MACAREUS. Greek warrior who traveled with Ulysses 
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MAENAD. Female follower of Bacchus 

MARS. God of war 

MEDEA. Sorceress who helped Jason get the Golden Fleece 

MEDUSA 

MELEAGER. An Argonaut, son of Althea, queen of Calydon 

MEMNON. Trojan warrior; son of Aurora 

MERCURY (Gr. Hermes). Messenger of the gods, agent of Jove 

MIDAS. King of Phrygia 

MINERVA (Gr. Pallas Athena). Goddess of wisdom, technical skill, and invention; patron goddess of Athens 

MINOS. King of Crete; son of Zeus by Europa 

MORPHEUS. God of dreams; son of the god of sleep 

MYRMIDONS. A tribe of Thessalian warriors, transformed from ants into human beings 

MYRRHA. In love with her father, Cinyras; mother of Adonis 

MYSCELUS. Greek who founded the Italian town of Crotona 
 

NARCISSUS 

NEPTUNE (Gr. Poseidon). God of the sea 

NESSUS. Centaur, who loved Deianira, wife of Hercules 

NESTOR. Wise old counselor, who fought with the Greeks at Troy 

NIOBE. Mother whose children were slain by Latona and Apollo because of her arrogance; she was turned into a stone by Jove 

N UMA. King of Rome following Romulus 

NUMICIUS. River-god in Latium, who purified Aeneas 
 
OCYRHOE 

ODYSSEUS. See Ulysses 

ORITHYIA. Wife of Boreas 

ORPHEUS. Musician whose music possessed magic power 
OSSA. A mountain in Greece, in Thessaly near Pelion 

 

PAEON. Son of Apollo; possessor of magic healing ability 

PALLAS. See Minerva 

PAN (Faunus). God of fields, forests, wild animals, flocks, and shepherds, repre- sented with the legs, ears, horns, and beard of a goat 

PANCHAIA. Island in the Arabian Sea, famous for perfumes 

PARIS. Son of Priam; killer of Achilles; his kidnaping of Helen, wife of Menelaus, caused the Trojan War 

PELEUS. Father of Achilles, by the goddess Thetis 

PELIAS. King of Thessaly; uncle and guardian of Jason, murdered by Medea 

PELION. A mountain in Greece, in Thessaly near Ossa 

PENTHEUS 



PERDIX. An inventor, turned into a partridge by Minerva to save him from the wrath of Daedalus 

PERSEPHONE. See Proserpina 

PERSEUS. Son of Zeus and Danae; slayer of Medusa PHAEDRA. Wife of Theseus; mother ofHippolytus PHAETHON. Son of Apollo 

PHILEMON. Husband of Baucis; the couple were rewarded by Jove for their hospi- tality 

PHILOMELA. Daughter of Pandion; transformed into a nightingale 

PHOENIX. Legendary Egyptian bird which could renew its life after dying by fire 

PICUS. Son of Saturn; father of Faunus; grandfather of Latinus; early king of Latium 

PIRIT HOUS. King of the Lapithae 

PLUTO. God of the underworld, called Hades or Dis 

POLYDORUS. Son of Priam, king of Troy; murdered by Polymestor 

POLYMESTOR. King of Thrace during the Trojan War 

POLYPHEMUS. A Cyclops, in love with Galatea 
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POLYXENA. Daughter of Priam who was betrothed to Achilles 

POMONA. A wood-nymph in Latium 

POSEIDON. See Neptune 

PRIAM. Last king of Troy, who reigned during the Trojan War; father of Hector and Paris 

PROCNE. Daughter of Pandion; wife ofTereus; transformed into a swallow 

PROCRIS. Wife of Cephalus; sister of Procne and Philomela PROSERPINA (Gr. Persephon e). Wife of Pluto; daughter of Ceres PYGMALION. King of 

Cyprus; sculptor; fell in love with a statue 

PYRAMUS 

PYRENEUS. King of Thrace 

PYRRHA. See Deucalion 

PYTHAGORAS. Greek philosopher and mathematician,6th century B.C. 

PYT HON. A huge serpent born soon after the flood; killed by Apollo 
 

QUIRINUS. Name of Romulus after his deification 
 

RHEA. See Cybele 

RHEA SILVIA. See Ilia 

ROME 

ROMULUS. Legendary founder of Rome 
 

SALMACIS. Afountain whose waters make men weak 

SAMOS. Greek island off Asia Minor; birthplace of Pythagoras 

SATURN (Gr. Cron u s ). God of agriculture; son of Uranus and father of Jove 



SCYLLA. Daughter of King Nisus; lover of King Minos. Guardian of a dangerous rock in the Straits of Messina 

SEMELE. Daughter of Cadmus; mother of Jove's son, Bacchus 

SIBYL. A prophetess consulted by Aeneas 
SYRIN X. Nymph chased by Pan; just as he caught her, she turned into reeds 

 
TEMPE. A lovely valley, sacred to Apollo, located between Mounts Ossa and Olym- pus, in Thessaly, Greece 

TEREUS. Descendant of Mars; husband of Procne 

THEBES. Ancient city of Greece in Boeotia THEMIS. Goddess of law and justice THESEUS. Hero of Attica; son of Aegeus 

THESSALY. Ancient region in northeastern Greece 

THETIS. Mother of Achilles; chief of the Nereids 

THISBE 

THRACE. Ancient region of the Balkan Peninsula, between Macedonia and the Black Sea 

TIMOLUS. Mountain in Lydia, Asia Minor TIRESIAS. Blind soothsayer of Thebes TISIPHONE. One of the Furies 

TROY. Ancient city in northwestern Asia Minor; scene of the Trojan War 

 
ULYSSES (Gr. Odyss eu s). One of the Greek chiefs in the Trojan War 

URANIA. The Muse of astronomy 

 
VENUS (Gr. Aphrodite). Goddess of love and beauty 

VERTUMNUS. A satyr in love with the nymph Pomona 

VESTA (Gr. Hestia). Goddess of the hearth and the hearth fire 

VIRBIUS. See Hippolytus 

VULCAN (Gr. Hephaestus). God of fire and metalworking; husband of Venus 
 

ZEUS. See Jove 
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