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"The Cask of Amontillado"
Multiple Choice
Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
Critical Reading
____ 1. Why is the narrator happy to meet Fortunato?

a. To invite him to share the Amontillado
b. To put into effect his plan for revenge
c. To attend the carnival together
d. To invite him to see the catacombs

____ 2. How are Montresor and Fortunato alike?
a. They share an interest in fine wine.
b. They have an affection for each other.
c. They both have respect for Luchesi.
d. They both have a revengeful nature.

____ 3. Read the following sentence from “The Cask of Amontillado.” After which words would you pause in 
order to break it down into meaningful parts?

In this respect I did not differ from him materially; I was skillful in the Italian vintages myself, and bought 
largely whenever I could.

a. this, not, differ, materially, skillful, myself, whenever
b. respect, differ, was, Italian, myself, largely, whenever
c. respect, materially, myself
d. this, did, differ, him, materially, myself, whenever

____ 4. When the narrator says to Fortunato, “I was silly enough to pay the full Amontillado price without 
consulting you in the matter,” he is appealing to Fortunato’s ____.

a. vanity c. humility
b. expertise d. pragmatism

____ 5. The word that best describes the mood of “The Cask of Amontillado” is ____.
a. hysterical c. suspenseful
b. dramatic d. depressing

____ 6. Which of the following sentence parts does not give you information about the attendants in the 
following sentence?

There were no attendants at home; they had absconded to make merry in honor of the time.
a. no attendants at home c. of the time
b. they had absconded d. to make merry

____ 7. Montresor vows revenge because Fortunato
a. threatened him. c. accosted him.
b. humiliated him. d. insulted him.

____ 8. Which aspect of the carnival season is most important to the events of the story?
a. Hundreds of people attend the event.
b. It is a time of wild madness and excess.
c. People wear fantastic costumes in the streets.
d. The damp weather at that time of year causes colds and coughs.

____ 9. Why does Montresor warn Fortunato about the air in the vaults?
a. Montresor wants to make sure that Fortunato does not suspect his motives.
b. Montresor wants to discourage Fortunato from entering the vaults.
c. Montresor wants to avoid responsibility for Fortunato’s death.
d. Montresor wants to warn Fortunato that death is near.

____ 10. The skeletons in the walls of the catacombs are the remains of
a. carnival merrymakers. c. Montresor’s ancestors.
b. Montresor family enemies. d. Montresor’s disobedient servants.

____ 11. Which quotation best illustrates Montresor’s true character?
a. “A draft of this Medoc will defend us from the damps.”
b. “My dear Fortunato, you are luckily met. How remarkably well you are looking today.”
c. “I must not only punish but punish with impunity.”
d. “And yet some fools will have it that his taste is a match for your own.”

____ 12. In which of the following passages do descriptive details create an eerie, suspenseful mood?



a. The wine sparkled in his eyes . . . 
b. The cold is merely nothing.
c. It was about dusk . . . 
d. There was then a long and obstinate silence.

____ 13. If you were to clarify this sentence by starting it with the subject, how would the sentence begin?
Within the wall thus exposed by the displacing of the bones, we perceived a still interior crypt or recess, in 
depth about four feet, in width three, in height six or seven.

a. The wall thus exposed… c. We perceived a still interior crypt…
b. A still interior crypt or recess… d. In depth about four feet…

____ 14. Which of the following excerpts contributes most to the mood of the story?
a. It was about dusk, one evening during the supreme madness of the carnival season, that I encoun-

tered my friend.
b. We passed through a range of low arches, descended, passed on, and descended again, arrived at a 

deep crypt . . .
c. “It is this,” I answered, producing from beneath the folds of my roquelaure a trowel.
d. I broke and reached him a flagon of De Grave.

Vocabulary and Grammar
____ 15. The word precluded means ____.

a. included c. prevented
b. made possible d. punished

____ 16. A proper noun is always
a. capitalized. c. a compound word.
b. italicized. d. lower case.

____ 17. Choose the sentence in which the proper nouns and common nouns are correctly 
capitalized or not capitalized.

a. Edgar Allen Poe attended the University of virginia.
b. Edgar Allen Poe wrote the poem “Annabel Lee.”
c. The Short Story “The Cask Of Amontillado” may have been based on a real incident.
d. Poe’s Wife, Virginia Clemm, died of tuberculosis.

____ 18. Choose the item that is capitalized correctly.
a. Whitney museum of American art
b. Prince of wales
c. The United kingdom
d. The Tell-Tale Heart (a work by Edgar Allen Poe)

____ 19. Montresor seeks ____ from Fortunato for his misdeeds.
a. succession c. termination
b. retribution d. affliction

____ 20. Which phrase is most nearly the same in meaning as impunity?
a. Freedom from punishment c. Lack of fear
b. Anger resulting from injustice d. Feelings of worthlessness


