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Important Dates

May 21, 2019 Spring Coaches’ Meeting

August 19, 2019 Intent to Participate Contract - Deadline

October 2, 2019 Fall Coaches’ Meeting

November 9, 2019 County-Wide Scrimmages

December 2, 2019 Online Registration & Forms – Deadline 
ALL Students must be registered by deadline
All IEP Official documents must be submitted

January 3, 2020 Online Team Roster CLOSED – Deadline
NO Student changes after deadline

January 25, 2020 Frist Day of Competition at El Rancho HS 
(Essay/Speech/Interview)

February 1, 2020 Second Day of Competition at El Ranch HS
(Arena Testing & Super Quiz)

February 6, 2020 Awards Banquet at Quiet Cannon
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 902 N. Via San Clemente

Montebello, CA 90640

March 26 – 29, 2020 California Academic Decathlon, Sacramento 

April 30 – May 2, 2020 National Academic Decathlon Anchorage, Alaska
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2020 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 
Major & Junior Teams

Junior Teams Essay will be the 
same time as their official team

El Rancho HS

DATE & TIME EVENT LOCATION  
   8:00 AM -   8:30 AM (Early Start Teams)Registration  Campus Quad 
   8:45 AM -   9:45 AM (Early Start Teams)Essay  Cafeteria
 10:00 AM - 12:05 PM (Early Start Teams)Speech & Interview  Classrooms 
 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (Late Start Teams)Registration  Campus Quad
 11:15 AM - 12:15 PM (Late Start Teams)Essay  Cafeteria 
 11:00 PM -   1:00 PM In-N-Out Truck Lunch Service
 12:30 PM –  3:00 PM Junior Teams Speech & Interview Cafeteria
   1:00 PM -   3:10 PM (Late Start Teams)Speech & Interviews Classrooms 

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
Major & Junior Teams

 El Rancho HS

DATE & TIME EVENT LOCATION 
   8:00 AM -   8:15 AM Team Registration Old Gym
   8:15 AM -   8:35 AM Testing Orientation (Students Only) Old Gym
   9:00 AM -   9:30 AM Coaches Meeting Cafeteria
   8:45 AM -   9:15 AM MATHEMATICS Old Gym
   9:20 AM -   9:50 AM SCIENCE Old Gym
   9:55 AM - 10:05 AM Break 
 10:05 AM - 10:35 AM ECONOMICS Old Gym
 10:40 AM - 11:10 AM LANGUAGE & LITERATURE Old Gym
 11:15 AM - 11:45 AM ART Old Gym
 11:50 AM - 12:35 PM Lunch 
 12:40 PM -   1:10 PM MUSIC Old Gym
   1:15 PM -   1:45 PM SOCIAL SCIENCE Old Gym
   1:50 PM -   2:00 PM LINE UP & SUPER QUIZ PRACTICE Outside Old Gym 
   2:30 PM -   4:00 PM SUPER QUIZ RELAY Old Gym

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 
6 

Quiet Cannon

DATE & TIME EVENT LOCATION 
 10:00 AM -   2:00 PM Awards Luncheon and Ceremony Quiet Cannon  

901 North Via San 
Clemente 
Montebello, CA 90640 
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TEAM ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 

The Team

A team consists of nine full-time decathletes from the ninth through twelfth grades of the 
same high school; or, if there is no ninth grade, a team consists of nine full-time 
decathletes from the tenth through twelfth grades of the same high school. A full-time 
decathlete is defined as a decathlete who is enrolled in four or more class periods per 
day. Each team is made up of three Honor decathletes, three Scholastic decathletes, 
and three Varsity decathletes in accordance with the following grade point average 
definitions:

Honor:          3.750 – 4.00   GPA
Scholastic: 3.000 – 3.749 GPA
Varsity:   0.00 – 2.999 GPA

Decathletes may compete in a higher division than their own grade point average 
category but not in a lower division.

Each team member competes in all ten events of the Decathlon and is eligible for 
individual medals in all ten events. Only six scores count for the final team standing in 
the competition—the top two Honor scores, the top two Scholastic scores, and the top 
two Varsity scores. Therefore, schools may enter with fewer than nine members and still 
be eligible for team awards as long as there are at least two Honor, two Scholastic, and 
two Varsity members.

Home-schooled students can participate in the Academic Decathlon if their school 
district allows home-schooled students to participate in other extracurricular activities. 
Home-schooled students can only participate in the Academic Decathlon program at the 
high school they would attend if they were not home-schooled. The GPA classification 
of home-schooled students will be made in accordance with state law pertaining to 
home-schooled students. 

Computation of Grade Point Averages

Effective 2017-18 California Academic Decathlon Competition Year.
“Computation of Grade Point Averages GPA calculations for ninth-grade students 
include only their grades earned while in the eighth grade and in the summer session 
between eighth and ninth grade.” 
USAD no longer counts seventh grade for calculations.

The “focus semesters” for GPA computation go back two years prior to the present 
grade level of the decathlete. If the decathlete is a twelfth grader in September of the 
competition year, then the semesters that are used for GPA computation are all of the 
tenth grade, all of the eleventh grade, and the summer sessions between tenth and 
eleventh grades and between eleventh and twelfth grades. Likewise, if the decathlete is 
a tenth grader in the fall, the focus period for GPA computations includes the entire 
eighth grade, the entire ninth grade, and the summer sessions between eighth and ninth 
grades and between ninth and tenth grade. This same “two-year rule” applies to all 
decathletes. Regardless of the system used to determine a GPA locally, these criteria 

http://usad.org/About/Eligible.asp
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must be followed to ensure uniformity and equity among all decathletes in the United 
States Academic Decathlon.

Grades for courses shall be used in GPA computations for Academic Decathlon 
competition purposes if the courses focus more than 50% of the time on understanding 
ideas, concepts, and theories of a specific discipline and the assessments are objective 
in nature. Grades for courses that directly deal with the theoretical content covered in 
the Academic Decathlon curriculum and competitive events should be included in GPA 
computations. However, a grade for a course focused specifically on the Academic 
Decathlon should NOT be included in GPA computations. 

Grades for courses shall NOT be used in GPA computations for Academic Decathlon 
competition purposes if they are hands-on, performance-based, skills type, non-book, 
lab-based, or more than 50% of course time is spent in service learning or internship. 
The skills that are developed in these courses tend to be more technical/vocational, and 
the majority of a student’s grade in these courses is subjective in nature. Please refer to 
The California Academic Decathlon’s current “Acceptable Courses” document posted at 
(www.academicdecathlon.org).

Inquiries regarding borderline courses should be referred to the County Coordinator, 
who will make the determination based on the academic nature of the course, and who 
will then implement the decision uniformly throughout the county. 

For all alpha grades, all A’s will count as 4.0, all B’s will count as 3.0, all C’s will count 
as 2.0, and all D’s will count as 1.0. Anything below D will count as 0 points. When 
numerical grades appear on the transcript in place of alpha grades, they shall be 
converted to alpha grades according to the official conversion scale that appears on the 
school’s official transcript or in the school’s official profile.

The GPA for each decathlete shall be calculated by dividing total points by total credits 
hours for the focus semesters. The total points shall include the alpha grade points 
multiplied by the credit hours. Unless a school’s curriculum defines the specific credit 
hours earned by a course, credit hours should be determined as 1.00 credit hours for a 
full-year grade, 0.50 credit hours for a half-year grade, 1/3 credit hours for a trimester 
grade, and 0.25 credit hours for a quarter-year grade.

If a decathlete receives a Fail in any academic course, the F is counted in averaging the 
student’s grades even though no credit is given. When a course has been failed prior to 
the focus period for which the GPA is being computed but repeated during that period, 
only the repeat grade is counted. When a course is failed and repeated during the focus 
semesters, both grades are counted in the GPA.

A grade, regardless of whether it is advanced placement, honors, regular, or remedial 
classification, will count the face value of the final grade as reflected on the official 
transcript. No weighting of grades for honors classes will be included, even if this is the 
local district policy. An “A” grade, therefore, will count 4 points for Decathlon 
computation event if it counts 5 points within the local system. Under no circumstances 
may an “A” grade count three points. The letter grade shown on the transcript will be 
used in computing GPA regardless of any plus or minus. 

Incomplete grades are not included in computing the GPA unless the decathlete 
received an F that appears on the transcript. Once a grade is given to remove an 
incomplete, that grade must be used to determine the Decathlon GPA. 

http://usad.org/gpa/2009_2010USAD_acceptable_courses.pdf
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Pass/No Pass grades are included in computing the GPA. Once a grade is given in 
place of a Pass/No Pass, that grade must be used to determine the Decathlon GPA. If 
only pass/fail grades are assigned, then a Pass will be an “A” and a No Pass will be an 
“F”.

California schools must include all Pass/No Pass (P/NP) Grades from school 
Transcripts to the CAD GPA Calculation Worksheet. There will be (2) options: 
Option1: Pass = A and No Pass = F. Option 2: In order to change a P/NP to a grade 
you feel is more appropriate, a coach “must” obtain proper verification and present 
findings to the regional coordinator for review. Proper verification must include approval 
from school site administration and school district (s). The Regional Coordinator may 
assist the coach in obtaining the proper verification. The Regional Coordinator will 
present findings to the state director for final review and approval.

College courses are included in the GPA only if high school credit is given and the 
course is listed on the official school transcript.

If a school or a teacher has a policy of changing grades subsequent to receipt of 
advanced placement test scores, the new grade must be used for the computation of 
the Decathlon GPA if it falls within the focus period for which the GPA is bring 
computed. Before a team may advance to the next round of competition, changes in a 
decathletes transcript must be reported and a new Academic Decathlon GPA 
Calculation worksheet submitted. In the event that the current grade changes the status 
of a decathletes category, the decathlete will no longer be eligible for that category for 
future rounds.

Verification of Eligibility

Each high school will submit official transcripts to verify eligibility of team members to 
the County Coordinator. The school certification of transcripts will be the final indication 
of a decathlete’s eligibility and GPA category. The County Coordinator shall check the 
GPA computation in accordance with the above guidelines and verify eligibility of each 
team member. It is required that GPAs are calculated using CAD’s GPA Calculation 
Excel Worksheet which can automatically calculate a decathlete’s GPA and identify the 
lowest division in which a decathlete may compete.

CAD Championship

State will NOT require sealed transcripts. The coach must verify with the Regional 
Coordinator that all students remain eligible in their categories before the Regional 
Coordinator submits the team’s highlighted transcripts, GPA Computation worksheets 
and a certification guaranteeing that all team members are eligible for the categories as 
indicated in their GPA Computation Worksheet. 

http://usad.org/gpa/2009_2010USADGPA_worksheet.xls
http://usad.org/gpa/2009_2010USADGPA_worksheet.xls
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TEAM DIVISIONS
*Divisions determined by the last year’s team score

Division I*  (54,458.9 –  36,028.7) 
West HS 54,458.9
Mark Keppel HS 52,823.4
Beverly Hills HS 52,372.8
Edgewood HS 45,657.1
El Rancho HS 43,947.7
Redondo Union HS 43,928.6
PV Peninsula HS 43,123.3
Saugus HS 41,798.6
Rowland HS 41,637.4
South HS 40,413.7
Glendora HS 36,628.2
Torrance HS 36,137.4
Arroyo HS 36,028.7

Division II*  (35,863.6 –  26,215.8)
North HS 35,863.6
West Ranch HS 35,777.7
Alhambra HS 24,264.6
Mountain View HS 34,137.6
San Gabriel HS 34,122.0
Arcadia HS 32,583.8
El Monte HS 30,428.6
Burbank HS 29,428.4
West Covina HS 29,340.5
South El Monte HS 29,158.6
Inglewood HS 26,912.8
Whittier HS 26,215.8

.

Division III*  (25,763.0 and below)
Bassett HS 25,763.0
Los Altos HS 25,368.9
La Canada HS 24,889.0
Norwalk HS 24,771.4
Montebello HS 22,252.6
La Puente HS 21,254.7
California Academy 
of Math & Science 21,196.6

Schurr HS 20,030.9
Bell Gardens HS 17, 601.3
Lynwood HS 13,638.8
Applied Technology 
Center 7,434.7

Canyon HS New
John Glenn 
HS/South East 
Academy

New

Palomares Academy 
of Health Sciences New

Junior Teams
Alhambra HS
Applied Technology Center
Arcadia HS
Bell Gardens HS
Beverly Hills HS
El Monte HS
El Rancho HS
John Glenn HS
Mark Keppel HS
Mountain View HS
PV Peninsula HS
Redondo Union HS
San Gabriel HS
Saugus HS
South HS
South El Monte HS
Torrance HS
West HS
Whittier HS



9



10

CAMPUS MAP

ESSAY RUBRIC – 
Essay prompt selectin for this year will include one prompt from Literature, Science and Art
Directions: Select one performance category in Table A. Within the range of points for that category, record the points scored 

on the line provided at the bottom of the Table.
A.  FOCUS/SCOPE – ORGANIZATION – CONTENT/DEVELOPMENT
Addresses the prompt in an outstanding manner; responds to all aspects of the task; is organized clearly and 
consistently based on a strong central purpose; provides substantial and specific evidence to support major 
positions

OUTSTANDING
85 – 100 pts.

Addresses the prompt in an effective manner; responds to several aspects of the task; is organized effectively 
based on a clear central purpose; provides appropriate evidence to support positions EXCELLENT

70 – 84 pts.
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Addresses the prompt in an adequate manner; focuses on a minor aspect of the task; is organized based on a 
restatement of the prompt; provides some predictable evidence to support positions

GOOD
55 – 69 pts.

Addresses the prompt in a basic manner; is organized in a limited way; provides evidence that is general or not 
clearly linked to a position FAIR

40 – 54 pts.
Addresses the prompt in a limited manner; is organized in a confused way; provides superficial evidence with 
inadequate elaboration WEAK

15 – 39 pts.
Fails to address the prompt; absence of organization; absence of relevant content

POOR
0 – 14 pts.

Total for A _____________

Directions: Select one performance category in Table B. Within the range of points for that category, record the points scored 
on the line provided at the bottom of the Table.
B.  LANGUAGE/STYLE - CONVENTIONS
Demonstrates exceptional control of sentence structure and precise word choice; is almost entirely free of 
errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics OUTSTANDING

85 – 100 pts.
Demonstrates strong control of sentence structure and appropriate word choice; is generally free of errors in 
grammar, usage, and mechanics EXCELLENT

70 – 84 pts.
Demonstrates reasonable control of sentence structure and some precision in word choice; contains confusing 
errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics GOOD

55 – 69 pts.
Demonstrates some lack of control of sentence structure; limited in word choice; minimal control of grammar, 
usage, and mechanics FAIR

40 – 54 pts.
Demonstrates some lack of control of sentence structure; minimal variety in word choice; minimal control of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics WEAK

15 – 39 pts.
Minimal control of sentence structure; inappropriate word choice; contains serious errors in grammar, usage, 
and mechanics POOR

0 – 14 pts.

Total for B _____________

OP Off Prompt Prompt is not addressed Zero Score
NS Nonscorable Illegible, insufficient or a blank paper Zero Score
For event coordinator’s use only.
Total points for A   X 8  =  
Total points for B    X 2  =  Total

INTERVIEW

Interview Rooms (Building D & Bungalows):
G2, G3, G4, H2, H3, I1, I3, I4, I6, I7, I8, O1, O2, O3, O4, P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6, P7, Q2, O3
Rules & Guidelines:
 Decathlete should arrive precisely at the designated time and wait to be called into 
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the room.  A judge will let you know when to enter the room. 
 Decathlete should announce their name clearly to the interview judges. 
 Each Decathlete has the opportunity for 7 ½ minutes in the interview room: 

½ minute is for introductions and instructions.
7 minutes is for the interview.

Rating Scale: 
Voice — is the way a speaker controls volume, flexibility, and expressiveness of voice 
to gain greater audibility. Voice should have a variety of rate, volume, and pitch to 
engage interest, hold attention, and convey self-assurance. 

Language Usage — refers to the appropriate choice of words, proper use of grammar, 
and correct enunciation. Language should promote clear understanding of thoughts and 
be appropriate for the occasion. 

Interpersonal Skills — there is rapport and involvement between the candidate and 
the judge. 

Non-Verbal Language — refers to the manner in which the candidate uses gestures, 
facial expressions, and physical involvement for effective communication. It is the 
indirect revelation of the candidate’s real self while speaking. The candidate should 
speak with enthusiasm and assurance, showing interest in the interviewers and 
confidence in his/her responses.  

Through the interview process, the individual reveals:  
Problem-Solving Skills Creating/ Developing Skills Organization Skills 
Analytical Skills   Interpersonal Skills    Promotional Skills 

Manner — the Decathlete should speak with enthusiasm and assurance, showing 
interest in the interviewers and confidence in their reactions. 

Appearance — the Decathletes is appropriately dressed for the interview. Team 
uniforms are not allowed. It is strongly recommended that the candidate refrain from 
mentioning his/her school location. 
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INTERVIEW

Listening Skills — The ability to analyze and interpret what is being asked. In order to 
answer skillfully and address the issue being considered, the Decathlete must listen 
carefully and attentively. The Decathletes response to the questions will give an 
indication of his/her level of attention and ability to identify, sort, and process information 
being requested. 
 
Answering Skills — The ability to 1) address the issue being considered, 2) present 
information in a clear, concise manner, 3) organize information in a  
logical and sequential order, 4) adjust response appropriately to a variety of audiences, 
and 5) pace conversation to convey necessary information and achieve purpose. Order, 
logic, imagination, intelligence, and other personal qualities are reflected in the way 
answers are given. A well thought-out answer engages the interviewers’ attention and 
gives insight into the Decathletes personal qualities, skills, goals and experiences. 
Relevant examples and illustrations support the answers. All information presented 
should be relevant to the question being asked. 
 
Responses — Engage the interviewer’s attention and give insight into the Decathletes 
personal qualities, skills, goals, and experiences. The answers are supported by 
relevant examples and illustrations. All information presented should be relevant to the 
question being asked. 
 
Overall Effectiveness — Measures the 1) nature of information provided, 2) manner in 
which it was communicated, 3) overall impression it created, and 4) rapport established 
between the interviewer and Decathlete. Some of the questions to consider are: Did the 
Decathlete provide the information requested in a skillful manner? Was the information 
relevant and meaningful? Was the Decathlete able to achieve a positive impression of 
his/her skills, experiences, and personal qualities? Corresponds to the USAD Interview 
Evaluation Form – Scantron Rubric. 
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SPEECH

Speech Rooms (Building C):
J1, J3, J4, J6, J7, J8, K104, K105, L1, L2, L3, L4, L5, L6, L7, M1, M2, M4, M5, M6, N2, 
N3, N4, 05

Rules & Guidelines:
Prepared Speech
The decathlete may use note cards for the prepared speech.  Over-reliance on note 
cards represents a poorly prepared speech. 

 The speech may not be read. 
 The speech must be delivered while standing before the judges. 
 The speech must be the original work of the decathlete performing the speech, must 

have been used only for the current Academic Decathlon season, and may not have 
been used for any other competitive event. 

 No props may be used during the speech. 
 The speech must not be less than 3 ½ minutes or more than 4 minutes in length. 

Impromptu Speech 
 The decathlete may not leave the room during the speech preparation time. 
 Following the presentation of the prepared speech, the student will be given blank 

note cards which he/she may use to help plan the impromptu speech.  Blank note 
cards and pencils will be provided in the testing room. 

 The speech must be no less than 1 ½ minutes and no more than 2 minutes in 
length. 

 The speech must be given while standing before the judges. 

Rating Scale: 
SPEECH DEVELOPMENT is the way the speaker puts ideas together so the audience 
can understand them.  The speech is structured around a purpose and this structure 
must include an opening, body, and conclusion.  A good speech immediately engages 
the audience’s attention and then moves forward toward a significant conclusion.  This 
development of speech is supported by relevant examples and illustrations, facts, and 
figures delivered with such smoothness that they blend into the framework of the 
speech to present the audience with a unified whole. 
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SPEECH

EFFECTIVENESS is measured in part by the audience’s reception of the speech, but a 
large part is your subjective judgment of how the speech came across.  You should ask 
yourself such questions as “Was I able to determine the speaker’s purpose?”  “Did the 
speech relate directly to that purpose?”  “Was the decathlete able to hold the interest of 
the audience?”  “Was the speech subject appropriate for this particular audience?” 
 
CORRECTNESS of language ensures that attention will be directed toward what the 
speaker says, not how it is said.  Proper use of grammar and correct punctuation will 
show that the decathlete is the master of words being used.  
 
APPROPRIATENESS of language refers to the choice of words that relate to the 
speech purpose and to the particular audience hearing the speech.  Language should 
promote clear understanding of thoughts and should fit the occasion precisely.  
 
SPEECH VALUE justifies the act of speaking.  The decathlete has a responsibility to 
say something meaningful and original to the audience.  The listeners should feel the 
decathlete has made a contribution to their thinking.  The ideas should be important 
ones, although this does not preclude a humorous presentation of them.  
 
VOICE is the sound that carries the message.  It should be flexible, moving from one 
pitch to another for emphasis, and should have a variety of rate and volume.  A good 
voice can be clearly heard and the words easily understood. 
 
NON-VERBAL presentation of a speech carries part of the responsibility for effective 
communication.  The decathletes appearance should reinforce the speech, whether 
profound, sad, humorous, or instructional.  Body language should support points 
through gestures, expressions, and body positioning.  The decathletes manner should 
indicate an interest in the audience and confidence in their reactions.  
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ARENA TESTING

Decathlete Instructions:
The following instructions will be read aloud to decathlete: 
 You will begin and end each test with Proctor instruction. 
 Clear your table area of any materials EXCEPT those needed for the first test.  

Please leave all books, purses, and other materials with your coach.  You are not 
allowed to use or refer to any belongings during the testing.  Scratch paper and extra 
pencils are available. 

 Do not open your test until you are instructed to do so. 
 You will have 30 minutes for each objective test.  You will not be allowed to leave 

the room in between tests except for the two scheduled breaks and for lunch.  If you 
decide that you must leave the room, you will not be allowed back into the room until 
the next scheduled test. 

 Make sure you answer all questions. 

Calculator Policy:

If decathletes wish to use calculators on the Mathematics Test, they are responsible for 
bringing them to the test. Calculators will not be provided for decathletes who do not 
bring their own. Calculator use is permitted only for Mathematics; competitors will not be 
allowed to use calculators on any other test.

LACAD no longer requires decathletes to clear the memory from their graphing 
calculators.

If a decathlete wishes to use a calculator, it can be a basic, four-function, scientific, or 
graphing calculator, provided it has none of the features listed in Prohibited Calculators. 
Backup calculator and/or spare batteries are also allowed. Decathletes that are found 
guilty using a prohibited calculator will be disqualified from the competition for 
that year.

Prohibited Calculators
Calculators with any of the following features are NOT allowed In LACAD competitions:

- Pocket organizers
- Hand-held or laptop computers
- Electronic writing pads or pen-input devices
- Models with an alphabetic (QWERTY) keypad, e.g. TI-92 or HP-95
- Models with paper tape
- Models that make noise
- Models that can engage in wireless communication (transfer data or 

information with other calculators)
- Models that require a power cord
- Models with CAS (computer algebra systems), e.g. TI-89
- NOTE: USAD has approved the TI-Nspire calculator so long as it does not 

have the (CAS) stamped on the back side of the machine.
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ARENA TESTING

Because companies are continuously introducing new products, it would be impossible 
for LACAD to maintain an up-to-date list of specific model numbers that possess these 
features. If a decathlete is uncertain whether a particular calculator will be allowed, the 
decathlete should bring a backup that does not possess any of the features in question. 
No backup calculator will be provided for any decathlete whose calculator is disallowed.

Competing Without a Calculator
Decathletes may opt to take the Mathematics Test without a calculator; however, 
LACAD is suggesting decathletes use a basic, scientific, or graphing calculator for 
solving the trigonometry test items.

Calculator Failure During a Test 
If a decathletes calculator stops working during a test, the decathlete should continue 
taking the test without a calculator. No additional calculator will be provided, and the 
decathlete will not be allowed to take the test again later. However, as noted in 
above, a decathlete may bring a backup calculator and/or spare batteries to the test.

Dress Code
Decathletes are allowed to wear casual attire or wear their school/team/spirit attire 
during Academic Decathlon so long as it does not include answers associated to the 
current theme (i.e., map with locations, math formulas, art associated with the art 
curriculum, etc.) and remains respectful to the appearance of their school and to 
Academic Decathlon.

During objective testing and Super Quiz, decathletes…

1. Will not be allowed to wear caps, sunglasses or anything that restricts a proctor’s view of 
the participant’s eyes.

2. May wear hoodies; however, the hood must be turned inside-out.
3. Will not be allowed to wear distracting apparel of any kind.
4. Will not be allowed to have any digital devices or other type of electronics.

For Speech and Interview, it is recommended that decathletes dress in business professional or 
business casual attire.
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SUPER QUIZ

Line-Up Time/Location/ Procession:
Immediately after the last objective test, decathletes will be given a short bathroom 
break and then instructed to remain seated in the practice court room.  At that time, 
coaches will be allowed to enter the testing room to meet up with their decathletes to 
prepare for the Super Quiz event.  

Testing Instructions:
- Each division is comprised of three (3) decathletes.  All three decathletes from each division 

test at the same time. The order in which the team divisions are tested is: Varsity, Scholastic, 
and Honor. 

- There are 15 questions two questions, per objective (Art, Economics, Literature, Math, Music, 
Science and Social Science).

- One practice question, per round
- Each question will be worth 70 points.
- Increased time for Math Questions (20 seconds)
- Decathletes will be allowed to bring one (per person) calculator approved for competition

1. Take assigned seat in the competition area when instructed to do so.  
2. Take hand-held device from team back on table.  
3. Wait and follow instructions for entering your ID. # into the device.
4. Wait and listen for testing instructions from the Lead Proctor.
5. Questions will be read allowed by the Lead Proctor and projected onto a screen.
6. DO NOT enter your answer until told to do so.   
7. WAIT TO HEAR THE ENTIRE QUESTION READ AND THE ANSWER 

CHOICES GIVEN BEFORE ENTERING YOUR ANSWER.  
8. There will be a 10-second response time in between each question.  Hold the 

device Up When Time Is Called.
9. Remain seated until instructed to return to your team seats in the bleachers. 

10. Put hand-held device in team bag and return to your seat.

Scoring:
 Your answer will be automatically tabulated by the system after each question. 
 Results will be displayed on the monitor after each question. 
 At the end of the round, the system will total the number of correct answers for each 

contestant, and record it.
 The two top scores for each round will comprise the team score for the relay portion 

of the Super Quiz.   
 Team scores for the relay portion of the Super Quiz will be tabulated and the top 

teams for the event will be announced (if available).
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SUPER QUIZ

Decathlete Conduct:
 No study materials are to be in the hands of decathletes competitors or coaches at 

any time during the Super Quiz event.  If study materials should appear at the team 
seats during the competition, the officials will take the material and deduct points 
from both the team and decathletes score.  The decision will be final.  There will be 
no appeals accepted.  

 Coaches are responsible for supervising their decathletes and monitoring their 
conduct throughout the competition.  Should any incident occur involving 
inappropriate conduct on the part of a decathlete, that decathlete will not be allowed 
to compete.  If he/she has already competed, their score will be deleted.    

 Officials may disqualify teams for poor or unsportsmanlike conduct.  Disqualifications 
are final and may not be appealed. 

 Should a test infraction occur (giving and receiving of answers through signals, crib 
sheets, or copying; looking at question (s) before instructed to do so), the LACAD 
Program Coordinator and Executive Director will make the final determination as to 
the score (s) for the decathlete (s) in question. The penalty will be a “0” for a 
decathlete for the relay portion of the Super Quiz.  The “0” will be the calculated 
score for determining the final team score. The decision will be final.  No appeals 
accepted.  
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CHALLENGE PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES 

Los Angeles County Academic Decathlon has adopted California Academic Decathlon’s 
Challenge Procedures and Guidelines for use in the regional competition. The original 
source of these guidelines is the (USAD) Procedures Manual, and certain sections are 
modified to meet the special needs of the regional competition. In matters of overall 
policy, the LACAD administration has final authority. 

Test Challenges:
Listed below are various types of challenges and procedures for filing. Instruct your 
decathletes to file complaints through their coach in written form, except for such 
problems as missing test pages or unreadable portions; in this case, decathlete should 
raise their hand and tell the proctor. 

Coaches who wish to challenge an item on an objective test or Super Quiz should use 
the Challenge Form provided. Completed forms must be filed with the Coordinator 
within the designated time limits. 

Objective Test:
Based on the following circumstances, a coach may lodge challenges to an item if:
 No right answer 
 Two right answers 
 Typographical error in question 

Super Quiz:
Based on the following circumstances, a coach may lodge challenges to an item if: 
 Answer indicated as correct is not the correct answer 
 Question does not relate to the Study Guide outline 

LACAD does not accept challenges for any reason other than those stated above.  
Scores for Essay, Interview and Speech events are final and are not subject to 
challenge.  

Deadline:
The deadline for filing challenges for the above reasons is thirty (30) minutes following 
the end of the Super Quiz.

Responses:
The coach submitting the challenge will receive a response for items on an objective 
test or Super Quiz before the Awards Ceremony. All decisions made by the Competition 
Management Team are final. 
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TEST ITEM CHALLENGE SHEET 
(To be completed by the Team Coach only) 

 

 

Coach’s Name School

This form must be completed and turned in by the close of Saturday, February 1, 2020 
[No later than thirty (30) minutes following the Super Quiz].

As the coach for Team
I hereby request a review of the following test item(s):

Name of Test Item Number (s)

The reason for the request is as follows:

Coach’s Signature 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY – Please do not write below this line 

Name of Test Item Number (s)

Your request has been Accepted                Denied

for the following reasons:

LACAD Coordinator’s Signature 

Scores for Essay, Interview and Speech events are final. 
They are not subject to challenge.  
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Directional Map for Awards Banquet
 

Teams that submit the Awards Banquet reservation form and do not show up or provide at 
least 24 hours’ notice will be charged a cancellation fee of $100

Thursday, February 6, 2020
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2020 MEDAL DISTRIBUTION 

EVENT MEDALIST

Division I Division II Division III
Gold Silver

Bronz
e Gold Silver

Bronz
e Gold Silver

Bronz
e

Art 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Economics 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Lang & Lit 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Math 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Music 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Science 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Soc. Science 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 

Speech *Gold, Silver, Bronze based on overall range of scores
Interview *Gold, Silver, Bronze based on overall range of scores

Essay *Gold, Silver, Bronze based on overall range of scores

TOP SCORING DECATHLETES 
1st 2nd 3rd

Overall 1 1 1
Gold Silver Bronze

Division I 3 3 3
Division II 3 3 3
Division III 3 3 3
Per Team 53

TOP SCORING 
TEAMS

SQ Relay
1st 

Gold
2nd 

Silver
3rd 

Bronze
Division I 10 10 10
Division II 10 10 10
Division III 10 10 10

Overall 
1st 

Gold
2nd 

Silver
3rd 

Bronze
4th 

Yellow
5th 

Green
Top Teams 10 10 10 10 10 

Gold Silver Bronze Yellow Green  
Estimated 

Total 
Medals 216 193 223 10 10 652
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Explanation of Scoring

The Academic Decathlon has ten events and a Super Quiz Team.  Ten events are weighted at 
1,000 points per event for a possible 10,000 points, per decathlete. However, only six scores per 
team are counted for the team ranking, (top two Honor, top two Scholastic and top two Varsity)

The Super Quiz is an oral relay event. In Super Quiz, each decathlete will answer 15 questions. 
The first question is a practice question and will not count towards the team’s score. The next 14 
questions will be worth 70 points each (14x70 = 980). The Overall Super Quiz team ranking is 
determined by the six decathletes with the top two scores in each round. It is not necessary that 
the six decathletes whose scores count for the Super Quiz be the same six decathletes whose 
scores count for the team ranking. The Super Quiz is a “Team Score” and will not count towards 
an individual’s score.

The highest possible Overall Team Score is 65,880 points. Team Ranking (60,000 points) + 
Super Quiz Team Score (5,880 points) = 65,880 points

There are seven objective texts. Six of the objective tests have 50 items. The raw score for 
these tests is converted to 1,000 points with each item worth 20 points. The math text has 35 
items with each item being worth equal points. Each Test is 30 minutes long.

The essay is scored based on a rubric.  Each essay is independently read twice.  If there is a 
divergence of more than 200 points in the two scores, the essay is read and scored by a third 
judge.  The third score replaces the divergent score.  The two scores are averaged for the final 
score. Scores for the Essay are entered into the system manually.

The speech and interview are performed before a panel of judges (usually three).  The judges 
complete the appropriate Scantron scoring forms.  These are scanned directly into the computer.  
The scoring program computes an average score based on a maximum of 1000 points.

Gold, silver and bronze medals are awarded in each event and for each category (Honors, 
Scholastic, and Varsity).  All ties are awarded.

Team overall ranking is determined by the six team members that make up the top two scores in 
each category (Honors, Scholastic, and Varsity).

The Final Overall Team score will be a combination of the Overall Team score and the Super 
Quiz Team score.

There are Three Divisions determined by last year’s team score of each school.  Division I, II 
and III are the names of the Three Divisions.  Each division will have a first (gold), second 
(silver), and third (bronze) place winner.  These are the Division Champions.  The County title 
will be awarded to the team with the highest number of points regardless of division.

A Score Book is released following the presentation of awards that indicates the gold, silver, and 
bronze medal winners in each event, the special awards, the top five teams in the Super Quiz 
and the top ten teams in the Overall Standings.  Each coach receives a copy of the scores 
for his/her team.


