
DO NOT WRITE ON THIS TEST
"The Birds" and "The Red-headed League"

Multiple Choice
Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
Critical Reading
____ 1. Why does Nat work only three days a week at the farm?
a. He is wealthy and doesn’t need to work full time.
b. He doesn’t enjoy working.
c. He has a wartime disability and a pension.
d. The farmer doesn’t need him more than three days a week.

____ 2. Which of the following details supports the prediction that the birds will attack?
a. There are more of them and they are more daring than usual.
b. Some species of birds are missing.
c. The birds are flying in solitary flight.
d. While they are not great in number, they are more daring than usual.

____ 3. What is the first attack the birds make?
a. A single bird jabs at Nat when he opens his bedroom window.
b. A single bird attacks Nat on the way home from the farm.
c. A group of birds gets into the children’s bedroom.
d. A bird attacks Nat when he meets Jill on her way from school.

____ 4. Which of the following best describes foreshadowing?
a. The use of physical description to explain plot events
b. The use of details to describe a character
c. The use of clues to suggest events to come
d. The use of details to explain characters’ motives

____ 5. On the morning after the first attack, why does Nat walk his daughter to the 
bus?
a. He wants to talk to her about the birds.
b. He wants to apologize for allowing the birds into her room.
c. He wants an excuse for not going to work.
d. He is concerned for her safety.

____ 6. What is being foreshadowed in the following passage from “The Birds”?
Covering his head with his arms, he ran toward the cottage. They kept coming at him 
from the air, silent save for the beating wings. . . . Each stab of a swooping beak tore 
his flesh. If only he could keep them from his eyes. . . They had not learned yet how to 
cling to a shoulder, to rip clothing, to dive in mass upon the head, upon the body.

a. The time when the birds will learn how to cling and rip and dive in mass
b. The ultimate defeat of the birds
c. Nat’s giving up in face of the power of the birds
d. The birds’ temporary retreat when the tide turns



____ 7. Which of the following details supports the prediction that Nat would survive the 
attack?
a. Nat is an exceptionally fast runner.
b. The birds do not tear his eyes.
c. The birds have not yet learned how to attack human beings efficiently.
d. The birds are not screeching.

____ 8. Why does Nat refuse the farmer’s offer of a gun?
a. His war experience had made him leery of guns.
b. He knew the farmer would need the gun.
c. He realized that guns would be of no use against a bird attack.
d. He didn’t want a gun around the children.

____ 9. As you read “The Birds,” a reasonable prediction to make is that Mr. and Mrs. 
Triggs will suffer a terrible attack from the birds. Which of the following details does not 
support such a prediction?
a. Mrs. Trigg doesn’t believe Nat when he tells her about the birds.
b. Mr. Trigg gives Jill a ride home.
c. Mr. Trigg doesn’t bother to board his windows.
d. No smoke is coming from the chimney as Nat approaches the farm.

____ 10. Why does Nat suddenly worry about birds of prey?
a. Birds of prey are likely to be more dangerous than other birds.
b. There are many birds of prey.
c. The birds of prey in England are more dangerous than birds of prey in other places.
d. He has a special fear of birds of prey.

____ 11. How does Nat keep his wife from worrying?
a. He distracts her by showing her all the dead birds outside.
b. He keeps her busy making meals and attending to the children.
c. He asks her to help him repair the broken windows.
d. He reassures her by telephoning the neighbors.

____ 12. At times in the story, Nat and his wife look at each other without speaking. What 
does this tell you about their relationship?
a. They do not really get along.
b. They do not understand each other.
c. They know each other so well they can communicate without speaking.
d. Both are at a loss as to what to say.

____ 13. Nat seems disgusted when he hears the news from London on the wireless. 
Why?
a. He imagined that people weren’t taking the situation seriously.
b. The explanation for the birds’ behavior was unsatisfactory.
c. There was no new information.
d. He never liked the city or city folk.



____ 14. What were the droning and crashing noises the Hockens heard?
a. The sounds of planes dropping bombs on the birds
b. The sounds of planes crashing
c. The sounds of trucks along the road
d. The sounds of the surf beating along the coast

____ 15. “The Red-headed League” is a story about how a detective uses his reasoning 
skills to
a. improve his knowledge of criminal behavior.
b. impress friends and colleagues.
c. restore a pawnbroker’s confidence.
d. uncover a plan to rob a bank.

____ 16. Which event in the story is a key detail in Holmes’s solution of the case?
a. The observation that Mr. Wilson belonged to the Freemasons
b. The walk around Saxe-Coburg Square
c. The invitation to the police agent from Scotland Yard
d. The description of the shopkeeper’s arrival at the League’s offices

____ 17. Watson joins Holmes in his work because Watson is
a. learning to be a detective. c. fascinated by remarkable events.
b. writing a book about Holmes. d. bored with his free time.

____ 18. What is Holmes’s attitude toward John Clay?
a. He scorns Clay’s intelligence. c. He respects Clay’s abilities.
b. He is angry about Clay’s 

deceptions.
d. He is jealous of Clay’s skills.

____ 19. Why does this case interest Holmes?
a. He feels sorry for Mr. Wilson. c. He is looking for a new case.
b. It has a unique course of events. d. It involves redheaded men.

____ 20. The most significant difference between the characters of Holmes and Watson 
lies in their
a. powers of observation. c. appreciation of music.
b. professional responsibilities. d. interest in the bizarre.

____ 21. Which of the following details is not key to understanding the mystery?
a. A large crowd of men answered the Red-headed League’s advertisement.
b. Wilson’s pawn shop was at Coburg Square.
c. Wilson’s position at the League kept him away from his shop from ten to two.
d. The assistant often disappeared into the cellar.

____ 22. Which of the following is not necessarily a key element of a mystery?
a. An unsolved crime c. A beautiful victim
b. Suspects d. A crime-solver



____ 23. Why is the fact that the pawnbroker’s assistant poses as a photographer a key 
detail?
a. Photographs of the bank are key to the crime.
b. It gives him an excuse to spend hours in the basement.
c. It provides an explanation of his work history.
d. It causes Wilson to trust him.

____ 24. How are the worn knees on the trousers of the pawnbroker’s assistant a clue to 
the mystery?
a. He may be poor and therefore have a motive for robbery.
b. They indicate that the assistant has been working at an activity such as 

digging a tunnel.
c. They are part of a disguise.
d. The dirt on the trousers shows the detective where the assistant has been.

____ 25. Why is the bank’s recent borrowing of 30,000 gold napoleons a significant 
detail?
a. Someone from the bank may be involved in the crime.
b. The bank will be able to offer the detective a reward.
c. The gold is an attraction for a potential thief.
d. The bank will not be able to keep that much gold in one place.

____ 26. Before his identity is known, what role does the pawnbroker’s assistant play in 
the mystery?
a. Crime-solver c. Bystander
b. Suspect d. Criminal

____ 27. Why does Holmes thump his stick on the pavement in front of the pawnbroker’s 
shop?
a. He wants to scare away anyone who is likely to interfere in the investigation.
b. He wants to get the attention of the people in the pawn shop.
c. He is demonstrating to Watson that the pavement is weak in this area.
d. He is trying to find out if the cellar runs in front of or in back of the pawn shop.

____ 28. Why do you think Holmes says to Watson, “My dear doctor, this is a time for 
observation, not talk.”
a. It is part of his method to observe closely and then to consider his observa-

tions.
b. He is impatient with the doctor’s constant interruptions.
c. He doesn’t quite know what to say to the doctor.
d. He is afraid to draw attention to their presence.

____ 29. Which of the following statements correctly describes Holmes’s opinion of the 
abilities of Jones, the Scotland Yard agent?
a. Holmes is impressed, calling Jones “brave as a bulldog.”
b. Holmes is unimpressed, calling Jones an “imbecile in his profession.”
c. Holmes has no opinion about Jones’s abilities.
d. Holmes feels that Jones is always dependable.



____ 30. What is suspicious about how Wilson gets in to interview for the position at the 
Red-headed League?
a. He is one of the few redheads who has answered the advertisement.
b. He almost gives up in despair.
c. There is nothing in the office but two wooden chairs and a table.
d. Spaulding seems intent on getting Wilson into the office, and pushes and 

pulls him through the crowd.

Vocabulary and Grammar

____ 31. Which word best describes the Hocken family at the end of the story?
a. Placid c. Garish
b. Apprehensive d. Sullen

____ 32. When the sea is placid, it is ____.
a. disturbed c. calm
b. clear d. cold

____ 33. In which sentence is herself used as an intensive pronoun?
a. Bianca drew herself a map.
b. Nan herself played the flute solo.
c. Jill made herself crazy worrying about everything.
d. Larry’s mother made herself a cup of tea.

____ 34. Which of the following definitions explains how the suffix -ful affects the 
meaning of the word sorrowful?
a. Filled with sorrow c. Accustomed to sorrow
b. Afraid of sorrow d. Sorrowing

____ 35. Which word is most nearly the same in meaning as sullen?
a. Damp c. Gloomy
b. Below d. Unkempt

____ 36. In the following sentence, which label correctly describes themselves?
He watched the birds fling themselves into the wind.

a. an intensive pronoun c. a relative pronoun
b. an interrogative pronoun d. a reflexive pronoun

“answer”:

____ 37. Which phrase is most nearly the same in meaning as hoax?
a. Enjoyable game c. Deceitful trick
b. Difficult job d. Surprising conclusion

____ 38. Which of the following sentences contains adjectives that are not coordinate?
a. The detective eyed the book with a penetrating, serious gaze.
b. The tall, brick building gave no hint of the evil doings inside.
c. The short, heavyset man seemed nervous about something.
d. His deep brown eyes betrayed no fear.



____ 39. Which of the words below would you not use to describe Sherlock Holmes’s 
abilities as a detective?
a. Singular c. Formidable
b. Astute d. Introspective

____ 40. If you are confronted with a conundrum, how do you most likely feel?
a. Sick c. Puzzled
b. Elated d. Bored


